
        Kilnamanagh Community National School (KCNS)             
Oulart, Co. Wexford. Y25 HT63 

087 3861430 / 053 9136555 

Email: kilnamanaghcns@wwetb.ie 

 
 

Note for all families  
 

School Year 2025/2026 

1. School Calendar 2025/2026 

We look forward to welcoming you to the new school year at Kilnamanagh CNS. The 
2025/2026 school calendar is available on our website. Please note the following dates:   

Day and Date School Event 
Thursday 28th August Junior infants and new children to start 

school the same day as all pupils. 
 

2. School Schedule 

Our school starts at 8:50am and children can be dropped to the school from 8:45am. 
Children from first class upwards finish school at 2:30pm. In the interest of your child’s 
health and safety, children are not to be on the school grounds before 8.45 am each 
morning, supervision is provided from 8.45 am only. 

 

In Junior Infants, children have a gradual increase in their time at school: 

Thursday 28th, and Friday 29th  8.50 – 10.40 am (bring one small snack and 
drink) 

Monday 1st  September – 5th September 
 

8.50 – 11.45 am (bring snack, drink and 
lunch) 

Monday 8th September onwards 
 

8.50 -1.30 pm (Bring snack, drink and lunch) 
Full infant school day 

 

 

3. Uniform 

Our school crest has been designed and completed by the children and it will be made 
available as a stand-alone item that can be stitched/stuck on. 
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Navy and blue are our uniform colours. The school uniform includes a new half zip from 
September 2025, please ask in the office for details on how to order this. It also includes 
school tracksuit. We also have a more traditional uniform for junior infants and subsequent 
years following. It consists of: 

 • Navy trousers, skirt or pinafore • Navy cardigan or jumper • Blue shirt • Navy 
Tights/socks• Black shoes 

For PE days the School Tracksuit consists of: 

• Navy tracksuit pants • Navy sweatshirt • Blue polo-shirt• Runners 

NBTo help children to take responsibility for their belongings, we ask parents to label your 
child’s uniform items with his/her first and last name.  

Teaching and Learning Initiatives  
As a growing school, we are excited to develop a range of initiatives which place children at 
the heart of the learning process. Here we outline initiatives which staff hope to implement 
with children during the coming year. We look forward to sharing updates on these 
initiatives and children’s learning with parents as the year progresses.  

Restorative Practice 

The whole staff will be training in restorative practice at the beginning of this school year. 
Repairing harm and strengthening relationships within communities. 

Restorative practice is ‘a method focused on repairing harm and strengthening relationships 
within communities. It is a transdisciplinary field that emphasizes conflict resolution, 
dialogue, and building social connections among individuals. This approach involves all 
parties in a conflict, promoting empathy and problem-solving skills to enhance trust and 
communication. In educational settings, restorative practices foster a supportive and 
respectful environment, encouraging positive behaviour and community engagement. 
Overall, restorative practices aim to create inclusive cultures where every member has a 
voice’.  

Music Generation 

Music Generation Wexford is part of Music Generation, Ireland’s National Performance 
Music Education (PME) programme. Music Generation is a wonderful initiative which is 
managed locally by Wexford Music Education Partnership led by Wexford and Waterford 
Education and Training Board (WWETB) in partnership with Wexford County Council. 
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Kilnamanagh CNS is delighted to welcome a musician from Music Generation Wexford, 
every week into our school to teach and guide our pupils in learning how to play the violin 
and this will continue this year also. 

 As mentioned on the website ‘MG Wexford aims to create access to performance music 
education so that every child can have the opportunity to engage with and progress through 
an excellent performance music education programme. It is our mission to create ways for 
the children and young people in County Wexford to make great music and experience the 
positive impact creative musical engagement can bring to their lives.’ Music Generation 
Wexford http://waterfordwexford.etb.ie/music-generation/music-generation-wexford/ 

Green School 

Green-Schools is Ireland’s leading environmental management and education programme. 
It supports schools to take environmental issues from the curriculum and apply them to the 
day-to-day running of their school. At Kilnamanagh CNS, we are working towards our first 
flag for Litter and Waste. We previously formed a Green School Committee and this group 
worked hard towards our goal of becoming a Green School. The Green School Committee 
monitored the school’s waste, took surveys, created litter signs and organised litter picking 
sessions. We are very much looking forward to continuing this initiative and our school’s 
very own green code will be one of the first items on the agenda when the student’s 
committee reconvene.  

Creative Schools  

Kilnamanagh CNS has applied for a grant to form a cluster with two other schools in the 
Creative Cluster initiative.  

Active School 

The Active School Flag (ASF) initiative is a Department of Education and Skills initiative which 
aims to get more schools, more active, more often. The Active School Flag initiative at 
Kilnamanagh CNS, will enable children to see that there are many and varied ways to be 
active throughout the school day and within their local community. It is a whole school 
process that promotes physical activity in a fun, inclusive way for all. We look forward to a 
busy school year working towards the next active flag. We plan to establish an new Active 
Schools’ Committee, down the line, to lead the initiative. Children on the committee will 
share information, promote activities, propose new ideas and monitor challenges. We will 
have Playground Leaders who will help to create a schedule of games and activities for our 
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yard and lead these activities during yard times. We will incorporate Active Homework each 
week also.  

GAA 
This year our school will be working with local GAA Club in the third term. They will be 
working closely with a qualified coach to learn GAA football, hurling and camogie skills.  
 
Soccer 
Our school will have a soccer coach for the second half of term one, come to the school for 
six weeks teaching soccer skills. 
 
Rounders 
The senior room will partake in the team game Rounders in the last term of the year. This is 
an inclusive fun team sport that has many benefits for children’s learning and development. 
 
Rugby 
The children will also learn rugby skills with a Wexford rugby club. A trained rugby coach will 
teach important skills and allow the children in every year group the chance to partake in 
rugby training in term 1. 
 
We will also take part in the daily mile. 
  
The aim of The Daily Mile is to improve the physical, social, emotional and mental health 
and wellbeing of our children – regardless of age, ability or personal circumstances. 
 
GAA, soccer, rounders and rugby can be very beneficial for children. GAA, soccer, rounders, 
and rugby teach students essential skills that they will use throughout their lives such as 
persistence, effort, time management and teamwork. Taking part in exercise daily - such as 
the daily mile, has been shown to boost concentration levels and self-confidence!  
 
To find more information on this you can visit: 
https://www.athleticsireland.ie/schools/the-daily-mile/ 
 

After School Clubs  
The children have the option to participate in after school violin club with múinteoir Bróna and after 
school chess club with múinteoir Jamie Lee. These run from 2.30PM to 3PM once a week. 

School Development  
New building 
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Our new build is fully functional as a classroom for the senior room now. It is new and 
spacious with an outdoor area for eating. 

We are getting the inside of the older building painted this summer and it will be fresh and 
ready for starting back to school at the end of August. 

We are also getting a new floor put into the hall of the main entrance. 

Student Council 

Children have been actively involved in decision-making at our school and this year we look 
forward to continuing to engage and consult with children on matters that affect them and 
setting up our first Student Council.  

Board of Management 

Our school is now operating under a Board of Management consisting of eight members. 

Patron’s nominees: Cllr Mary Farrell and another person to be elected shortly 

Principal and secretary to the board: Bróna Kenneally 

Teacher nominee: Ms Jamie Lee Somers  

Parent nominees: Mr R. O Leary and Ms C. Murray 

Community Representatives: Ms Emer Swords and Mr Shane Forsey (Chairperson) 

 

School Policies 

As a relatively new school, all our organisational policies and curriculum plans are 
continually developing. These are growing with our school and will reflect our priorities for 
children and our particular school context. These policies, when called for, will have parental 
feedback and feedback from our pupils.  

Our most recent policy on anti-bullying included whole community input. See our website 
for this policy called Bí Cineáltas. We also recently developed mobile phone and external 
coaches policies. These are all on our website under the about section and policies.  

Regular Meetings with Parents 

Parents are welcome to request a meeting with their child’s class teacher or the Principal 
and this will be facilitated through the office, or by email, at an appropriate time. Parents 
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are greeted informally and regularly in the mornings and in the afternoons when drop off or 
pick-ups take place. 

Parents Association & Special Events 

There is a parent’s association set up for the school. There are five members on the 
committee and every other parent is automatically a member of the association. All are 
welcome to join in any of the organising or to help out at any event which may take place.  
Additional meetings for the parent’s association committee will take place to plan for 
specific school events and activities at our school, e.g. Tea/Coffee afternoons, book fairs, 
fundraisers etc. We look forward to supporting parents to lead/coordinate the parents’ 
group as the school grows and evolves. The National Parents Council (NPC), Primary 
provides support for parents in newly established associations: www.npc.ie. Member 
benefits for parents include insurance for parents/parent groups to establish themselves.  

Communications 

We strive for regular communication with parents. As a Green School, we communicate 
with parents mainly via email and text. The following are the ways we share the story of our 
school’s development with parents and with the public: 

School Facebook/Instagram: You’ll find regular updates on children’s learning adventures on 
Facebook 

School Website, www.kilnamanaghcns.ie: this promotes and describes our wonderful school 
with parent information, school events, children’s work and so on.  

Monthly Newsletters: a monthly newsletter is produced and they are published on our 
website in the Newsletter tab in English and Irish. 

Office 365 and Class Dojo: We mainly communicate with parents about pupil’s learning by 
email. We also communicate when needed via Teams, Class Dojo, and Zoom.To stay 
connected with the students, we communicated using Class Dojo and also Teams video 
call/Zoom.  

 


